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DRAFT 

 
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Sudborough Parish Council held on Wednesday 13 May 2015 
in the Francis Giffen Memorial Hall. 
 
Present: 
Peter Stephens (Item AGM/15/01 only – retiring Chairman and councillor) 
Stephen Chamberlin 
Robert Ellmer 
Jenny Innes 
Phil Colbourne 
David Neale 
 
Clerk – Richard Reed 
 
District Councillor Mrs Sylvia Hughes 
District and County Councillor Mrs Wendy Brackenbury. 
 
Inspector Julie Mead; Sgt. David McEwan Northamptonshire Police 
 
There were forty-one residents in attendance initially.  
 
AGM/15/01 Election of Chairman and Declaration of Office 
Councillor Mrs Innes was nominated for the office of Chairman, proposed by Cllr. Colbourne. As there was no one 
seconding the nomination, other nominations were called for. 
Councillor Colbourne was nominated for the office of Chairman, proposed by Cllr. Neale and seconded by Cllr. Mrs 
Innes with three votes for and two against.  
As there were no further nominations, Cllr. Colbourne was elected to serve as Chairman for the forthcoming year. 
On taking office, Cllr. Colbourne thanked Peter Stephens for all his work for the community as Parish Councillor 
and Chairman. This was supported unanimously. 
AGM/15/02 Election of Vice-Chairman and Declaration of Office 
As with previous years, it was agreed that in view of the small number of councillors forming the Parish Council, a 
Vice-chairman would not be elected but in the event of the Chairman being unavailable, a councillor would be 
elected to stand in for the meeting in question. 
AGM/15/03 Apologies 
There were no apologies. 
AGM/15/04 Election of Responsible Finance Officer 
The Clerk was nominated to continue in the role of RFO. 
Proposed, Cllr. Colbourne, seconded Cllr. Mrs Innes. 
There being no further nominations, the Clerk was elected to continue in the role of RFO. 
AGM/15/05 Appointment of Independent Auditor 
It had been agreed that Mr Ian Arnott be appointed as Independent Auditor for 2015/16. Proposed Cllr. Chamberlin, 
seconded Cllr. Ellmer. 
AGM/15/06 Declaration of Interest in items on the agenda 
There were no declarations. 
AGM/15/07 Residents comments and queries 
It was noted that the entrance to the village by the Roundhouse was untidy with accumulations of litter. It was 
suggested that a working party be formed to carry out a litter pick, etc. 
The Clerk was asked to ascertain when the village is scheduled for sweeping. Action: Clerk 
Following a discussion in respect of high-speed Broadband, the Chairman said that he would follow this matter up. 
Action: PC 
AGM/15/08 To receive reports from the police 
Inspector Julie Mead briefly outlined her responsibilities following her appointment to the area. In view of the time 
taken by the Annual Parish Meeting and given the agenda for the AGM, she said that she would attend a future 
meeting to discuss policing issues in more depth. 
AGM/15/09 Resolution: To approve the minutes of the last meeting. 
Having previously been circulated, and subject to an amendment to minute 15/026, line three, to read “…Cllr Bolton 
proposed that residents be allowed to give consideration to…”, the minutes of the meeting held on 19 March 2015 
were agreed to be a true record, proposed Cllr. Ellmer, seconded Cllr. Chamberlin. 
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AGM/15/10 Matters arising from items 09 
There were no matters arising that were not covered by agenda items. 
AGM/15/11 Resignation of Parish Clerk 
The Parish Council had received a letter of resignation from the Clerk and this was duly accepted. The Clerk said 
that he would prepare a vacancy notice and if the Parish council wished, he would carry on until the end of July to 
see the audit process through. 
AGM/15/12 Street Lighting Upgrade 
For the benefit of the new members, the Clerk presented the background to this matter. It was noted that the final 
phase of the upgrade was still outstanding.  
It was suggested that a further letter be sent to the CEO of E.ON and that the new MP for the area be contacted. 
Details of E.ON’s CEO to be passed to Members. Action: Clerk 
AGM/15/13 To consider planning applications received 
There were no outstanding applications to consider. 
AGM/15/14 Annual Review 
Members considered the following items: 
 Financial Regulations 
 Risk assessment 
 Internal Audit arrangements 
 Insurance cover 
A new Financial Regulations Model Document has recently been produced by NALC and the Clerk will tailor this to 
the Parish Council’s requirements in due course. Action: Clerk 
The Risk assessment was considered satisfactory subject to any subsequent amendments to reflect changes to 
the Financial Regulations. 
It was noted that there is no longer a requirement to carry out an assessment of the internal audit arrangements but 
the recommendation was for Parish Councils to continue to do so. That said, it was considered that the current 
arrangements more than meet the needs of the council. 
Finally, the insurance was now due for renewal at the end of the month. The 4-year long-term agreement has come 
to an end and in view of discussions in respect of the future of the Parish Council, it was agreed not to enter into 
another at the moment. The Clerk had ascertained that once the future of the council had been decided it would be 
possible to enter an agreement when the insurance was due for renewal. 
AGM/15/15 Correspondence 
Various items were discussed. 
AGM/15/16 Resolution: To accept the financial statement. 
The Clerk presented the final statement for 2014/15 and the current statement for 2015/16. £1,750 had been 
received from ENC as 50% of the annual precept. It was proposed by Cllr. Mrs Innes that the statements be 
accepted and this was seconded by Cllr. Chamberlin.  
AGM/15/17 To approve the Annual Return for submission to the External Auditor 
Cllr. Ellmer proposed that the Accounting Statement and the Annual Governance Statement be approved, 
seconded by Cllr. Chamberlin. The Bank reconciliation statement for 2014/15 was agreed. Proposed Cllr. Ellmer 
and seconded Cllr. Chamberlin. 
AGM/15/18 To accept the final Budget Monitoring Report. 
The Clerk presented the final report for 2014/15.  
AGM/15/19 Resolution: Invoices for payment 
The following invoices were approved for payment, proposed Cllr. Mrs Innes, seconded Cllr. Neale: 

Retrospective  
06.05.15 E.ON Street light energy £46.74 Cheque No. 200426  
06.05.15 E.ON Street light maintenance £47.39 Cheque No. 200427 (Retained pending completion of 

 lighting  upgrade)  
06.05.15 Broker Network Ltd. (Insurance) £278.95, cheque No. 200428 

AGM/15/20 To agree meeting dates for 2015/16 
It was agreed that the Parish Council will continue to meet on the 4th Thursday of January, March, May, July, 
September and November, convening at 7:30pm. Extra-ordinary meetings are to be arranged as the need arises. 
AGM/15/21 Items requiring urgent attention; for information or future agendas 
Bank Mandate – the Clerk is to arrange this will all councillors being signatories if possible. Action: Clerk 
Items for the next agenda: Bank Mandate; Parish Council/Parish Meeting Debate; Village Garden Project 
AGM/15/22 Date of the next meeting. 
The next ordinary meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 23rd July 20145in the FGMH 
commencing at 7:30pm. Cllr. Neale gave his apologies in advance. 
 
As there was no further urgent business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 10:00pm. 
 
 


